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the power-loom factories in small towns and villages; (ii) fac-
tories processing agricultural produce situated mostly in
the rural areas; and (iii) small metal-working factories locat-
ed in big and small towns.
This is a most welcome move in the right direction, and
similar rural industrialization is expected to follow in other
areas and regions wherever electric power is made available.
Of the industries likely to become most wide-spread in the
rural areas by the introduction of electric power the most im-
portant industry is the manufacture of all kinds of cotton and
woollen textiles. At the present time the cotton handioom
industry occupies a very important place among the textile
industries of the country. Out of the present output of 68,000
lakh yards of cotton cloth the handioom industry accounts for
the manufacture of no less than 20,000 lakh yards. Even in
the pre-war years the total normal output of the handioom
industry was between 13,000 and 14,000 lakh yards of cloth as
compared to 42,000 lakh yards of cloth produced by the cot-
ton mills.
The future of Lhe handioom industry in its present form,
however, does not appear to be very bright in the post-war
period when the electric power will be available to operate
the domestic power-loom. In spite of the sentiments and de-
sire of so many people to restore the handioom cotton textile
industry to its original importance, it is practically certain
that the handioom industry as such must lose ground, but
probably without causing much hardship to the handioom
weaver, who will be able to take to the modern domestic
power-loom very easily.
Whether it be a handioom or a power-loom, an efficient
unit of production is what is required. One of the essential
causes of the present uneconomic condition of handioom
weaving is the lack of proper organization of the handioom
production in its various stages. The process of weaving may
be carried on profitably on a small scale in order to meet the
special demands of small groups of customers according to
differences in tastes but the same scale of operations is not
necessary in the earlier process of the preparation of thread
for weaving or in the later process of finishing of woven
cloth. They are all amenable to large-scale operations.
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